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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report details the results of the 1998 Idaho Substance Use and School Climate
Survey, conducted by the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) for the
Idaho Department of Education. The 1998 survey replicated a study done in 1996 by
NWREL, thereby allowing comparisons between data gathered in 1996 and in 1998. In
1996, only 6th, 8th and 12th grade students participated; in 1998, a 10th grade sample was
also surveyed.

Students were asked about the use of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drugs, as well as about
their perceptions of the school environment, safety at school, and related safety issues
such as driving while intoxicated.

All students in the target grade levels who were in attendance at a sample school on the
day the survey was administered were asked to complete the survey. Participation was
voluntary, and students and their parents decided whether to participate. District officials
provided information to parents and obtained consent for participation before the day of
the survey.

Data from the student sample provides us with an estimate of the actual statewide
percentages. Because only a sample of all students responded to the survey, there is likely
to be some error, called sampling error, in these estimates of statewide substance use
rates. Findings are reported with careful attention to the potential impact of sampling
error.

A stratified random sampling strategy was used to target a sample of approximately 625
students from each of 6 regions of the state, within each of 4 grade levels: 6th, 8th, 10th,

and 12th. Approximately equal percentages of male and female students were sampled in
each grade (by grade, 50% - 52% were male). Final sample sizes are listed below.

Sample Sizes by Grade and Region

Region I Region II Region III Region IV Region V Region VI Total
Grade 6 760 538 565 489 482 374 3208
Grade 8 662 634 416 553 375 530 3170

Grade 10 667 516 337 566 479 224 2789
Grade 12 356 509 337 341 438 281 2259

Total 2445 2194 1655 1949 1774 1409 11426



FINDINGS

Highlights from the 1998 survey are reported below; for details of these findings, see the
full report, including item by item and regional details in the appendix.

Alcohol Use

Prevalence rates for use of alcohol by Idaho public school students continue to be
substantially lower than national averages across all grades. From 1996 to 1998,
prevalence of alcohol use dropped significantly among Idaho 6th grade students. Similar
decreases in alcohol use were observed among 8th and 12th grade students, though these
latter findings are within the range of potential sampling error for the survey (i.e., actual
statewide 8th and 12th grade use levels may have dropped or stayed the same, but are very
unlikely to have increased).

At each grade level, there was very little change from 1996 to 1998 in the number of
students reporting moderate or high alcohol use. Percentages of students reporting light
or occasional drinking were lower in 1998, while more students reported abstinence in
1998 than in 1996.

Among students who do drink, frequency and quantity of alcohol consumed are similar in
1998 to levels, reported in 1996. There is dramatic rise in alcohol use between 6th and 10th
grade. Frequency and quantity of drinking, including episodes of binge drinking (5 or
more drinks at once) reported by 10th grade students are very similar to levels reported by
12th grade students.

6thto-tand 8th grade groups, boys and girls report similar levels of alcohol use, but in
10th and 12th grade boys are more likely to engage in high levels of drinking than are
girls. Across all grades, students with low parental supervision are much more likely to
engage in alcohol use than are students with high parental supervision.

Drug Use

Prevalence rates for use of drugs by Idaho public school students continue to be
substantially lower than national averages across all grades. From 1996 to 1998,
prevalence of drug use dropped significantly among Idaho 6th and 8th grade students.
In these grades, percentages of students reporting light, occasional, or experimental use
were lower in 1998, while more students reported abstinence in 1998 than in 1996.

Lifetime prevalence of the use of stimulants, marijuana, hallucinogens, depressants, and
inhalants reported by 8th graders in 1998 were significantly lower than rates reported by
8th graders in 1996. Rates for all substances at all other grade levels were down slightly in
1998, compared to 1996, but these decreases were small and could be due to sampling
error.
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As with alcohol use, drug use rises dramatically from 6th to 10th grade, with 10th grade use
rates very similar to those reported by 12th grade students. Boys and girls reported very
similar rates of drug use, and students with low parental supervision are much more
likely to engage in drug use than are students with high parental supervision.

Tobacco Use

Rates of tobacco use among Idaho teens are far lower than national averages. From 1996
to 1998, rates of teen smoking and use of smokeless tobacco declined in Idaho, most
clearly among 6th and 8th grade students. As with drug and alcohol use, these increased
abstinence rates appear to be due to lower numbers of students who are engaging in light
or experimental use; rates of regular or heavy use have remained relatively stable.

As with alcohol use, cigarette smoking rises dramatically from 6th to 10th grade, with 10th
grade use rates very similar to those reported by 12th grade students. Boys and girls
reported similar rates of cigarette smoking at each grade level. Among 10th and 12th grade
groups, about one sixth of students report daily cigarette smoking.

Safety

The number of students who report carrying weapons to school has dropped since 1996.
In 1998, about 16% of 10th grade students reported having carried a weapon to school.
Among 8th graders, 14% reported having carried a weapon to school in 1998, compared
to 18% in 1996. Among 12th graders, rates declined from 16% in 1996 to 13% in 1998, a
promising finding but one which is within the realm of sampling error.

Gang membership has remained roughly stable from 1996 to 1998, as has the number of
students who endorse physical violence as a legitimate response to verbal slights.

Among high school seniors, reported driving while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs has decreased since 1996.

6 7



METHOD

Data reported in this document were collected during a replication of the 1996 survey
(Substance Use, Safety and School Climate in Idaho 1996) produced for the Idaho
Department of Education by the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory. Details
regarding the development of the survey items can be found in the 1996 report. The
methodology used in the present study was virtually identical to that of the 1996 survey,
and 1996 and 1998 data are presented together (along with recent national data where
possible) in many of the tables and figures below, in order to facilitate an understanding
of the 1998 data in both historical and national contexts.

SURVEY ADMINISTRATION

Survey forms and procedures used in the study were identical to those used in 1996, with
two exceptions. One item was added immediately preceding the questions on frequency
of alcohol, tobacco and drug use, in response to parental requests during the 1996 study.
This item asks "Do you use any of the drugs listed below?" and provides simple "yes" or
"no" response options. In addition, the section asking about threatening or unsafe
experiences was clarified as follows: the words at school were added to the instructions
for question 45, which now reads "Have any of the following happened to you at school
during the past 30 days?"

All students who were in attendance in participating grade levels within sample schools
were asked to complete the survey on the day of administration. Students and their
parents could elect not to participate; informed consent and parental permission
procedures were implemented by each school prior to the day of administration.

On the day of the survey, a survey booklet was distributed to each student for whom
parental consent had been obtained. Classroom teachers read the survey instructions
aloud as the students followed along; students were informed that their responses were
completely voluntary and anonymous, and that they were not to write their names on the
booklet; they were free to skip questions they considered too personal. Students marked
their answers directly on the booklets. To insure confidentiality, completed survey
booklets were immediately placed into an envelope supervised by an appointed student,
who then sealed the envelope and took it to the school administration. Each envelope was
labeled with the teacher and school name, and the grade level of participants in each
class.

Teachers had no part in quality assurance and were instructed not to roam about the
classroom as they might during an exam. The sealed envelopes were not opened until
they arrived at NWREL for processing. No record ever existed with any identifying
information on individual students.

During processing, booklets were visually inspected for obvious problems (filling in
bubbles in geometric patterns, using markers unreadable by an electronic scanner, etc.)



and were prepared for scanning. After scanning and entry into a database, student
responses were screened for additional problems (grossly inconsistent responses across
items, affirmative response to a question about a fictional drug, impossibly high reports
of use, etc.) These quality assurance methods were identical to those used in 1996 to
insure accurate uploading of survey responses into the database and to screen out
participants who were obviously answering untruthfully. As in 1996, slightly more than
one percent of surveys were rejected during the quality assurance screening.

SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS

A stratified random sampling strategy was used to target a sample of approximately 625
students from each of 6 regions of the state, within each of 4 grade levels: 6th, 8th, 10th,
and 12th. Within each grade and region, schools were randomly selected until a total
sample size of at least 625 was achieved. District officials made decisions regarding
which of these schools would participate, and where necessary additional schools were
randomly recruited to bring the total count of participants to at least 625 in each
grade/region strata. Within each participating school and grade level, all students who
consented to participate and who were present were surveyed.

Approximately equal percentages of male and female students were sampled in each
grade (by grade, 50% - 52% were male). Final sample sizes are listed in table 1.

Table 1. Sample Sizes by Grade and Region

Region I Region II Region Ill Region IV Region V Region VI Total
Grade 6 760 538 565 489 482 374 3208
Grade 8 662 634 416 553 375 530 3170

Grade 10 667 516 337 566 479 224 2789
Grade 12 356 509 337 341 438 281 2259

Total 2445 2194 1655 1949 1774 1409 11426

DATA ANALYSIS

Data management was accomplished using National Computer Systems' ScanTools,
Microsoft Access, Microsoft Excel and the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences
(SPSS). Descriptive statistics, weighted point estimates for population parameters,
variance estimates and other procedures for analytic comparisons and data modeling were
produced using specialized software for the analysis of complex samples (SUDAAN
version 7.5: Research Triangle Institute). National data was taken from the Monitoring
the Future Study, available online at www .isr. umich.edu/src/mtp



FINDINGS

UNDERSTANDING STATEWIDE ESTIMATES

Findings in this section are presented using the following conventions. Unless otherwise
specified, entries in tables are percentages. All values are rounded off, and some columns
may add up to slightly less or more than 100% due to the rounding process. Data from the
student sample provides us with an estimate of the actual statewide percentages. Because
only a sample of all students responded to the survey, there is likely to be some error,
called sampling error, in these estimates of statewide substance use rates.

In order to quantify the potential error in this process, a standard error for each estimate
was calculated and used to generate a 90% confidence interval, commonly called a
margin of error. For instance, 50.0 ± 5.0 denotes an estimated statewide population
percentage of 50%, with a 90% confidence interval of ± 5%. In this example the sample
percentage was 50%, therefore our best guess about the statewide percentage is 50%, and
we know that the actual statewide population percentage is very likely to be somewhere
between 45% and 55%.

ALCOHOL USE

Several question addressed alcohol use. Students were asked about their lifetime and
recent frequency and quantity of consumption of beer, wine or wine coolers, and hard
liquor, age of first drinking, typical amount consumed at once, and frequency of binge
drinking (5 or more drinks at once). Several of these items were combined in a composite
Alcohol Use Scale to differentiate students who have never tried alcohol (No Use),
occasional light drinkers (Low Use), those whose frequency of drinking may be as high
as weekly but who usually have less than 5 drinks (Moderate Use), and those who have
one or more drinks daily or who usually have 5 or more drinks at one time (High Use).
These data are presented in the tables below.

Lifetime Prevalence

Table 2. Lifetime Prevalence of Alcohol Use in Idaho and Nationally.

1996 1997 1998
National National National

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade - - 24.4 ± 3.3 18.5 ± 2.6 5.9
8th Grade 55.3 53.8 52.5 49.7 ± 4.1 42.2 ± 4.2 - 7.5

10th Grade 71.8 72.0 69.8 62.9 ± 5.0
12th Grade 79.2 81.7 81.4 67.6 ± 5.0 64.2 ± 4.2 3.4

Lifetime prevalence rates indicate the proportion of students who have tried alcohol at
least once in their lives. Idaho students continue to report substantially lower lifetime
prevalence rates than the national average. From 1996 to 1998, prevalence rates in Idaho
appear to have dropped, particularly among younger students.



Drinking Patterns

Table 3. Drinking patterns: Alcohol Use Scale categories.

Grade Alcohol Use Category 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade No Use 75.6 ± 3.3 81.5 ± 2.6 + 5.9
Low Use 23.3 ± 3.2 17.5 ± 2.4 - 5.8
Moderate Use .0.9 ± 0.4 0.8 ± 0.3 - 0.1
High Use 0.2 ± 0.1 0.2 ± 0.1

8th Grade No Use 50.3 ± 4.1 57.8 ± 4.2 + 7.5
Low Use 37.9 ± 3.6 31.4 ± 3.2 - 6.5
Moderate Use 8.0 ± 0.7 7.2 ± 1.2 0.8
High Use 3.8 ± 1.1 3.7 ± 0.6 0.1

10th Grade No Use - 37.1 ± 5.0
Low Use - 25.7 ± 2.4
Moderate Use - 20.9 ± 2.9
High Use - 16.3 ± 3.2

12th Grade No Use 32.4 ± 5.0 35.8 ± 4.2 + 3.4
Low Use 25.3 ± 1.8 22.7 ± 2.4 - 2.6
Moderate Use 24.3 ± 2.6 23.5 ± 2.6 - 0.8
High Use 18.0 ± 2.3 18.0 ± 3.1 0.0

Changes noted above in the proportion of students who have ever tried alcohol are also
apparent here. Compared to 1996, fewer students in 1998 reported low use levels, and
this difference is primarily responsible for the increased number of students who report
no alcohol use. It appears that among students who might have previously tried alcohol
one or a few times, and therefore been placed in the "Low Use" category, there may have
been a shift toward maintaining abstinence from 1996 to 1998. Again, these changes
occurred primarily among younger students.
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Recent Dri i Id g

Table 4. Drinking in the Past 30 Days.

Grade Alcohol Use, past 30
days

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade None 88.5 ± 1.7 89.3 ± 1.9 + 0.8
1-2 times 9.1 ± 1.2 8.6 ± 1.8 - 0.5
3-5 times 1.5 ± 0.5 1.0 ± 0.3 - 0.5
6-9 times 0.4 ± 0.1 0.3 ± 0.2 - 0.1
10 or more times 0.5 ± 0.2 0.8 ± 0.3 + 0.3

8th Grade None 72.5 ± 2.9 74.3 ± 2.7 + 1.8
1-2 times 17.2 ± 2.2 17.0 ±1.9 - 0.2
3-5 times 5.4 ± 0.8 4.6 ± 0.8 - 0.8
6-9 times 2.4 ± 0.5 1.8 ± 0.3 - 0.6
10 or more times 2.5 ± 0.7 2.3 ± 0.4 - 0.2

10th Grade None - 57.3 ± 5.2 -
1 -2 times - - 22.3 ± 2.4 -
3 -5 times - - 10.8 ± 1.9 -
6-9 times - - 5.0 ± 1.1
10 or more times - - 4.6 ± 0.8 -

12th Grade None 54.8 ± 4.5 57.2 ± 3.6 + 2.4
1-2 times 22.4 ± 2.4 21.3 ± 1.6 - 1.1
3-5 times 11.3 ± 1.6 11.0 ± 1.6 0.3
6-9 times 5.2 ± 0.9 4.8 ± 0.7 - 0.4
10 or more times 6.4 ± 1.0 5.7 ± 1.4 - 0.7

Compared to 1996, a greater proportion of 1998 students in 6th, 8th, and 12th grade
reported having had no alcohol in the past 30 days. These observed differences are small
and, considered individually, could be due to sampling error. However, they mirror the
changes noted above (i.e., an increased number of students who report abstinence from
alcohol).
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Usual Quantity of Alcohol Consumed

Table 5. Usual Quantity of Alcohol Consumed.

Grade Usual Quantity of
Alcohol Consumed

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade None 88.5 ± 1.6 90.3 ± 1.3 + 1.8
Less than one drink 8.9 ± 1.3 7.9 ± 1.1 - 1.0
One drink 1.8 ± 0.4 1.0 ± 0.3 - 0.8
2-4 drinks 0.5 ± 0.2 0.5 ± 0.2 0.0
5 or more drinks 0.2 ± 0.1 0.2 ± 0.1 0.0

8th Grade None 67.2 ± 3.3 70.6 ± 3.3 + 3.4
Less than one drink 14.0 ± 1.9 12.5 ± 1.7 -1.5
One drink 8.1 ± 1.1 7.3 ± 0.9 - 0.8
2-4 drinks 6.2 ± 0.6 5.1 ± 0.9 - 1.1
5 or more drinks 4.5 ± 0.9 4.5 ± 0.8 0.0

10th Grade None - - 48.1 ± 5.5 -
Less than one drink - - 7.8 ± 1.5
One drink - - 9.4 ± 1.1
2-4 drinks - - 15.1 ± 2.1
5 or more drinks - - 19.6 ± 3.6

12m Grade None 43.5 ± 5.0 45.1 ± 3.9 + 1.6
Less than one drink 6.6 ± 0.7 6.8 ± 1.2 + 0.2
One drink 8.2 ± 0.9 9.2 ± 0.7 + 1.0
2-4 drinks 20.5 ± 2.3 18.5 ± 1.9 - 2.0
5 or more drinks 21.3 ± 2.5 20.5 ± 3.1 - 0.8

The usual quantity of alcohol students report consuming is basically unchanged since
1996. As noted in the tables above, more students in 1998, compared to 1996, reported
abstinence (though in the present table these differences could be due to sampling error).
In the 1998 survey, students in 10th grade reported usually having roughly the same
number of drinks as did 12th graders.
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Binge Drinking

Table 6. Binge Drinking (5 or more drinks) in the past 30 days.

Grade Binge Drinking
Episodes, past 30 days

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade None 95.5 ± 0.9 95.9 ± 0.8 + 0.4
Once 2.6 ±0.6 2.7 ±0.6 +0.1
Twice 1.0 ± 0.4 0.8 ± 0.6 - 0.2
3-5 times 0.6 ± 0.2 0.4 ± 0.2 0.2
6 or more times 0.3 ± 0.2 0.2 ± 0.1 - 0.1

8th Grade None 85.4 ± 1.4 86.2 ± 1.5 + 0.8
Once 6.6 ± 0.7 6.1 ± 1.4 - 0.5
Twice 3.4 ± 0.5 3.7 ± 0.5 + 0.3
3-5 times 3.0 ± 0.8 2.6 ± 0.3 - 0.4
6 or more times 1.7 ± 0.4 1.4 ± 0.3 - 0.3

10th Grade None - - 69.5 ± 4.3 -
Once - - 10.2 ± 1.6
Twice - - 6.9 ± 1.2
3 -5 times - 8.4 ± 1.9 -

6 or more times - - 5.0 ± 1.6

12th Grade None 68.4 ± 3.6 69.9 ± 4.3 + 1.5
Once 9.0 ± 1.0 8.9 ± 1.1 - 0.1
Twice 7.6 ± 1.1 6.4 ± 1.7 - 1.2
3-5 times 9.3 ± 1.6 8.3 ± 1.2 - 1.0
6 or more times 5.7 ± 0.9 6.4 ± 1.7 + 0.7

Binge drinking in the past 30 days remains relatively rare before school, and is
basically unchanged since 1996. In the 1998 survey, students in 10th grade reported
roughly the same rate of binge drinking as did 12th graders.
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Age at First Full Drink

Table 7. Age at First Full Drink.

Grade Age at First Full Drink 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade Never had a drink 82.1 ± 2.2 85.4 ± 2.3 + 3.3
10 or younger 13.0 ± 1.6 8.8 ± 1.3 - 4.2
11 or 12 4.9 ± 0.7 5.5 ± 1.0 + 0.6
13 or 14 0.0 ± 0.0 0.0 ± 0.0
15 or older 0.0 ± 0.0 0.0 ± 0.0 -

8th Grade Never had a drink 55.5 ± 4.0 61.6 ± 3.7 + 6.1
10 or younger 17.2 ± 1.6 12.4 + 1.6 - 4.8
11 or 12 18.0 + 2.4 16.3 ± 1.3 - 1.7
13 or 14 9.2 ± 1.0 9.6 ±1.5 + 0.4
15 or older 0.2 ±0.1 0.1 +0.1 -0.1

10th Grade Never had a drink - - 38.8 ± 5.0 -
10 or younger - - 12.7 ± 1.4
11 or 12 - 16.6 + 2.4 -
13 or 14 - - 24.4 + 2.0
15 or older - - 7.5 ± 1.1 -

12th Grade Never had a drink 30.5 ± 5.2 35.6 ± 4.1 + 5.1
10 or younger 10.0 ± 1.5 7.9 ± 1.3 2.1
11 or 12 12.2 ±1.5 10.9 ±1.8 -1.3
13 or 14 21.7 ± 2.2 18.4 + 2.1 - 3.3
15 or older 25.6 ± 1.6 27.1 + 2.2 + 1.5

Percentages of students reporting "never had a drink" are slightly higher than abstinence
rates reported above because this section asks about "your first full drink (a can of beer, a
full glass of wine, or a mixed drink)" whereas earlier questions on alcohol use may have
been answered in the affirmative by students who had consumed less than a full drink.
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Source of Alcohol

Table 8. Usual Source of Alcoholic Beverages Obtained by Students

Grade Usual Source of Alcohol 1996 1998 Change

6th Grade Don't drink 89.1 ± 1.5 91.3 ± 1.4 + 2.2
From home, parents know 6.9 ± 1.1 4.8 ± 1.1 - 2.1
From home, parents don't know 1.1 ± 0.4 1.5 ± 0.5 + 0.4
From friends 2.7 ± 0.5 2.0 ± 0.5 0.7
Purchased by other adults or by self 0.2 ± 0.1 0.4 ± 0.2 + 0.2

8th Grade Don't drink 67.8 ± 3.1 71.4 ± 3.4 + 3.6
From home, parents know 8.8 ± 1.4 9.3 ± 1.7 + 0.5
From home, parents don't know 5.3 ± 1.5 4.1 ± 0.8 - 1.2
From friends 15.1 ± 1.5 12.6 ± 1.3 - 2.5
Purchased by other adults or by self 2.9 ± 0.6 2.5 ± 0.5 - 0.4

10th Grade Don't drink - - 49.4 ± 5.3
From home, parents know - - 8.5 ± 2.1
From home, parents don't know - - 2.1 ± 0.5
From friends - - 31.4 ± 3.2
Purchased by other adults or by self - - 8.6 ± 1.9 -

12th Grade Don't drink 44.6 + 4.9 46.2 ± 3.9 + 1.6
From home, parents know 5.4 ± 1.0 6.8 ± 1.3 + 1.4
From home, parents don't know 0.6 ± 0.2 1.4 ± 0.6 + 0.8
From friends 34.6 ± 3.3 33.0 ± 3.9 - 1.6
Purchased by other adults or by self 14.8 ± 1.6 12.6 ± 2.9 - 2.2

About five to ten percent of students report that parents allow them at least some alcohol
in the home. Most students who obtain alcohol elsewhere report getting it from friends,
with a substantial minority reporting that they are able to purchase it themselves or get an
adult to buy it for them. Reports from 10th grade students are very similar to those from
12th grade students.
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DRUG USE

Students were asked about the use of eleven types of drugs ranging from over-the-counter
medications to opiates. Response choices were never, some, monthly, weekly, or daily.
Never was defined for respondents as "never used in my lifetime." Some was defined as
"used at least once in my lifetime." Monthly was defined as "used about once a month
(or at least 6 times) in the last 12 months." Weekly was defined as "used about once a
week (or at least 3 times) in the last 30 days." Daily was defined as "used about every
day (or at least 5 times a week) in the last 30 days."

For some of these substances, differences in data collection methods preclude exact
comparisons between national surveys and the Idaho Substance Use and School Climate
survey. In these cases, national data is omitted from the tables below.

Lifetime Prevalence of Any Drug Use

Table 9. Lifetime prevalence of drug use.

Grade 1997
National

1998
National

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 7.6 + 0.9 5.6 ± 0.8 - 2.0
8 29.4 29.0 25.5 ± 1.9 18.0 ± 2.4 7.5

10 47.3 44.9 - 36.7 ± 5.3
12 54.3 54.1 37.6 ± 3.3 36.2 + 4.5 - 1.4

Idaho students report substantially lower lifetime prevalence of drug use than national
samples. 6th and 8th grade students in Idaho in 1998 reported markedly lower rates of drug
use than did Idaho 6th and 8th graders in 1996. Idaho 10th graders reported approximately
the same lifetime prevalence rates for drug use as did Idaho 12th graders.

Drugs included in Idaho section of the table above were marijuana, cocaine, opiates,
depressants, tranquilizers, hallucinogens, inhalants, methamphetamines, and "other illegal
substances." National data for 12th graders includes any use of marijuana, LSD, other
hallucinogens, crack, other cocaine, or heroin, or any use of other opiates, stimulants,
barbiturates, or tranquilizers not under a doctor's orders. For 8th and 10th graders, the use
of other opiates and barbiturates was excluded (see www. isrumich.edu/src/my7 for more
information about the national Monitoring the Future surveys.)
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Drug Use Patterns

Table 10. Drug use patterns: Drug Use Scale categories.

Grade Drug Use Category 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade No Use 92.4 ± 0.9 94.4 ± 0.8 + 2.0
Low Use 5.7 ± 0.9 4.4 ± 0.8 - 1.3
Moderate Use 1.5 ± 0.3 0.8 ± 0.3 - 0.7
High Use 0.4 ± 0.2 0.4 ± 0.3 0.0

8th Grade No Use 74.5 ± 1.9 82.0 ± 2.4 + 7.5
Low Use 15.4 ± 1.4 10.7 ± 1.6 - 4.7
Moderate Use 5.8 ± 1.1 4.0 ± 1.0 - 1.8
High Use 4.3 ± 1.0 3.2 ± 0.8 - 1.1

10th Grade No Use - - 63.3 ± 5.3
Low Use - - 18.0 ± 2.6
Moderate Use - - 10.9 ± 1.8
High Use - 7.9 ± 2.9

12th Grade No Use 62.4 ± 3.3 63.8 ± 4.5 + 1.4
Low Use 17.7 ± 1.9 16.7 ± 3.0 - 1.0
Moderate Use 10.9 ± 1.3 11.6 ± 1.8 + 0.7
High Use 9.0 ± 1.3 7.9 ± 1.8 - 1.1

Drug use responses show a similar pattern to that described above for alcohol use.
Younger students in 1998, compared to 1996, are more likely to report abstinence and
less likely to report low use of drugs. This raises the question of whether students who
might have previously experimented with drugs are now remaining abstinent. Moderate
or high drug use rates remain approximately the same. 10th graders report approximately
the same drug use levels as do 12th graders. Drug use categories are defined as follows:

No Use. Student reports never having tried marijuana, depressants, tranquilizers,
inhalants, methamphetamines, other illegal stimulants, cocaine, opiates, or hallucinogens.

Low Use. Student has tried at least one of the following drugs and may use one of them
as frequently as monthly: marijuana, depressants, tranquilizers, inhalants,
methamphetamines, other illegal stimulants. Student reports never having tried cocaine,
opiates, or hallucinogens.

Moderate use. Student reports weekly use of marijuana, depressants, tranquilizers,
inhalants, methamphetamines, or illegal stimulants, and/or has tried cocaine, opiates, or
hallucinogens.

High Use. Student reports daily use of marijuana, depressants, tranquilizers, inhalants,
methamphetamines, or illegal stimulants, or reports weekly use of more than one of these
substances, or reports monthly or more frequent use of cocaine, opiates, or hallucinogens.
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Methamphetamines

Table 11. Lifetime prevalence of methamphetamine use.

Grade 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

- 0.26 0.7 ± 0.2 0.5 ± 0.4
8 4.4 ± 0.5 2.7 ± 0.8 - 1.7
10 - 7.8 ±2.2
12 10.4 ±1.7 8.2 ±1.9 -2.2

Idaho 8th graders report lower use in 1998 than in 1996. 12th grade prevalence of
stimulant use was also lower in 1998 than in 1996, though this observation could be due
to sampling error. In this survey, methamphetamines were defined for students as
including "crystal, meth, crank, or ice." National surveys use a somewhat different
method of categorizing stimulants .

Cocaine

Table 12. Lifetime prevalence of cocaine use.

Grade 1997
National

1998
National

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 - 0.5 ± 0.2 0.3 ± 0.2 - 0.2
8 4.4 4.6 3.5 ± 0.4 2.5 ± 0.7 - 1.0

10 7.1 7.2 - 5.1 ± 1.4
12 8.7 9.3 7.2 ± 1.3 6.2 ± 1.9 - 1.0

Idaho 8th grade students continue to report less use of cocaine that national samples.
Although sampling error precludes firm conclusions, it is likely that 10th and 12th grade
students in Idaho also have somewhat lower lifetime prevalence of cocaine use than do
national samples. There was little or no change in cocaine prevalence rates in Idaho from
1996 to 1998.

Other Illegal Stimulants

Table 13. Lifetime prevalence of other illegal stimulant use.

Grade 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

- 0.76 1.3 ± 0.4 0.6 ± 0.2
8 6.8 ± 0.7 4.6 ± 1.2 - 2.2

10 - - 7.7 ±1.4 -
12 7.1 ± 0.7 5.8 ± 1.3 -1.3

Idaho students in 1998 reported lower lifetime prevalence rates for "other illegal
stimulants" than did students in 1996. This finding was most robust for 6th and 8th grade
students; a similar decrease in 12th graders could be unreliable due to sampling error.



Marijuana

Table 14. Lifetime prevalence of marijuana or hashish use.

Grade 1997
National

*1998
National

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 - - 2.1 ± 0.4 1.4 ± 0.4 - 0.7
8 22.6 22.2 14.7 ± 1.5 10.3 ±1.4 -4.4
10 42.3 39.6 - - 30.5 ± 4.8
12 49.6 49.1 33.4 ± 3.6 30.4 ± 4.2 - 3.0

Idaho students report lower lifetime prevalence rates of marijuana use than do national
samples. Since 1996, marijuana prevalence rates of Idaho 8th graders have dropped
significantly. Idaho 10th and 12 graders reported similar lifetime rates of marijuana use.

Opiates

Table 15. Lifetime prevalence of opiate use.

Grade 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 0.4 ± 0.2 0.1 ± 0.1 0.3
8 2.8 ± 0.6 2.0 ± 0.5 - 0.8

10 - 3.6 ±1.1
12 5.9 ±0.9 5.2 ±1.1 -0.7

Idaho students' reported prevalence rates of opiate use in 1998 are approximately the
same as those in the 1996 data. The national Monitoring the Future survey divides opiate
use questions into 2 categories (heroin and other opiates) whereas the Idaho survey
questions combined heroin, codeine, and opium, making direct comparisons impossible.

Hallucinogens

Table 16. Lifetime prevalence of hallucinogen use.

Grade 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 1.1 ± 0.2 0.8 ± 0.4 - 0.3
8 7.7 ± 0.9 4.9 ± 0.8 - 2.8

10 - 13.7 ±4.0 -
12 15.5 ±2.1 13.9 ±2.8 1.6

Idaho 8th graders reported lower prevalence rates of hallucinogen use in 1998 than in
1996. The national Monitoring the Future survey divides hallucinogen use questions into
2 categories (LSD and hallucinogens) whereas the Idaho survey questions asked about
"angel dust, LSD, PCP, `shrooms, acid, DMT," making direct comparisons with national
data impossible.
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Depressants

Table 17. Lifetime prevalence of depressant use.

Grade 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Chane

6 0.4 ± 0.2 0.5 ± 0.2
8 4.3 ± 0.7 2.5 ± 0.8 - 1.8
10 - - 5.5 ±1.9 -
12 5.0 ±0.7 4.0 ±0.7 -1.0

Idaho 8th grade prevalence rates for these substances have dropped since 1996. Questions
in this section of the Idaho survey combine hypnotics such as quaaludes with barbiturate
type drugs such as "downers" and are not comparable to national data on use of
barbiturates.

Tranquilizers

Table 18. Lifetime prevalence of tranquilizer use.

Grade 1997
National

1998
National

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 0.7 ± 0.1 0.4 ± 0.3 0.3
8 4.8 4.6 2.8 ± 0.6 1.6 ± 0.7 - 1.2
10 7.3 7.8 3.6 ± 1.3
12 7.8 8.5 4.7 ± 0.6 4.1 ± 1.2 - 0.6

Idaho students continue to report lower rates of tranquilizeruse than national samples.
1998 Idaho rates are similar to rates reported in 1996. Students in 10th grade report
similar prevalence of tranquilizer use to that reported by 12th graders.

Inhalants

Table 19. Lifetime prevalence of inhalant use.

Grade 1997
National

1998
National

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 5.7 ± 1.2 4.1 ± 0.7 - 1.6
8 21.0 20.5 16.0 ±1.1 10.2 ±2.1 -5.8
10 18.3 18.3 - - 10.7 ±2.2
12 16.1 15.2 10.0 ±1.1 7.1 ±1.3 -2.9

Inhalant use is far less prevalent in Idaho than in national samples. In addition, reported
rates are lower in 1998 than in 1996 for Idaho 8th and 12th graders.
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TOBACCO USE

Students were asked about their lifetime and recent history of smoking tobacco and using
smokeless tobacco, as well as the amount of cigarettes smoked in the past 30 days.

Tobacco use reported by students in Idaho is much lower than national averages, for both
smoking and smokeless tobacco products. In 1998, fewer Idaho teens reported having
tried smoking tobacco as compared to Idaho students in 1996. However, the number of
cigarettes smoked in the last 30 days held relatively stable from 1996 to 1998, as did use
of smokeless tobacco.

These findings are similar to those reported above for alcohol and drugs, in that we see
higher numbers of students reporting abstinence, yet similar numbers of students
reporting moderate or high use levels. That is, the increased number of abstinent students
appears to be due in large part to fewer students being categorized as experimental or
occasional users.

Smoking Tobacco

Table 20. Lifetime prevalence of use of smoking tobacco.

Grade 1997
National

1998
National

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 - 8.0 ± 1.4 5.2 ± 0.8 - 2.8

8 47.3 45.7 28.7 + 2.2 21.2 ± 2.4 - 7.5

10 60.2 57.7 - 40.6 ± 5.0
12 65.4 65.3 48.1 ± 3.6 42.0 ± 4.1 - 6.1

Reported tobacco smoking prevalence among Idaho teens remain far below national
rates. In addition, tobacco smoking rates in Idaho have dropped substantially since 1996;
this finding appears quite reliable among 6th and 8th grade students. The greater
variability among seniors makes their apparent drop in smoking less certain, though
consistent with findings in earlier grades.



Table 21. Use patterns for smoking tobacco

Grade Smoking Tobacco Use 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade Never 92.0 ± 1.4 94.8 ± 0.8 + 2.8
Some 6.6 ± 1.2 4.3 ± 0.6 - 2.4
Monthly 0.7 ± 0.2 0.5 ± 0.2 0.2
Weekly . 0.4 ± 0.2 0.2 ± 0.1 - 0.2
Daily 0.4 ± 0.2 0.2 ± 0.1 0.2

8th Grade Never 71.3 ± 2.2 78.8 ± 2.4 + 7.5
Some 18.6 + 2.0 14.0 ± 1.8 - 4.6
Monthly 3.4 ± 0.5 2.1 ± 0.6 1.3
Weekly 2.8 ± 0.8 2.0 ± 0.6 0.8
Daily 3.9 ± 0.8 3.8 ± 0.6 - 0.1

10th Grade Never - 59.4 ± 5.0
Some - - 17.6 ± 1.7 :
Monthly - 3.5 ± 0.7
Weekly - - 3.8 ± 0.7
Daily - - 15.7 ± 5.6 -

12th Grade Never 51.9 ± 3.6 58.0 + 4.1 + 6.1
Some 21.0 ± 1.5 18.4 ± 1.8 - 2.6
Monthly 4.3 ± 0.7 3.4 ± 0.8 - 0.9
Weekly 3.7 ± 0.8 3.5 ± 0.6 - 0.2
Daily 19.1 ± 2.7 16.8 + 3.9 - 2.3

In this expanded table, we can see that the increased number of students in early grades
who report no lifetime experience of tobacco smoking in 1998 is due mainly to lower
rates of experimental or occasional use.
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Table 22. Cigarette Use in the Past 30 Days.

Grade Cigarette Use Category 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade None 97.9 ± 0.5 98.3 ± 0.6 + 0.4
Up to 5 per day 1.7 ± 0.4 1.3 ± 0.6 - 0.4
Half pack per day 0.3 ± 0.1 0.3 ± 0.1 0.0
One pack per day 0.1 ± 0.1 0.1 ± 0.1 0.0
More than one pack/day 0.1 ± 0.1 0.1 ± 0.1 0.0

8th Grade None 88.6 ± 0.8 90.3 ± 1.3 + 1.7
Up to 5 per day 7.9 ± 0.7 7.1 + 1.0 0.8
Half pack per day 2.2 ± 0.6 1.5 ± 0.3 - 0.7
One pack per day 0.8 ± 0.3 0.6 ± 0.4 - 0.2
More than one pack/day 0.4 ± 0.3 0.5 ± 0.2 + 0.1

10th Grade None - - 74.5 ± 6.2
Up to 5 per day - - 15.2 ± 3.3
Half pack per day - - 6.1 ± 2.9
One pack per day - - 3.4 ± 2.1
More than one pack/day - - 0.8 ± 0.3

12th Grade None 73.8 ± 2.9 76.8 ± 4.2 + 3.0
Up to 5 per day 14.1 + 2.0 12.2 + 1.7 - 1.9
Half pack per day 6.3 ± 1.1 7.0 ± 1.7 + 0.7
One pack per day 4.8 ± 1.3 3.1 ± 1.3 - 1.7
More than one pack/day 1.0 ± 0.3 0.8 ± 0.4 - 0.2

Among Idaho students, the number of cigarettes smoked in the last 30 days in 1998 was
very similar to that reported in 1996. This is consistent with the interpretations above, i.e.
the major change since 1996 has been that students who might have tried cigarettes, or
used them rarely, are more likely in 1998 to report abstinence, while active smokers are
about as common and smoke about as much as in 1996.

Smokeless Tobacco

Table 23. Lifetime prevalence of use of smokeless tobacco.

Grade 1997
National

1998
National

1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 - 3.3 ± 0.8 1.8 ± 0.7 - 1.5
8 16.8 15.0 8.8 ± 1.6 5.5 ± 1.6 - 3.3
10 26.3 22.7 - 13.3 ± 2.6
12 25.3 26.2 21.5 ±2.7 17.2 ±3.3 -4.3

Reported smokeless tobacco use prevalence among Idaho teens also remain far below
national rates. Use of smokeless tobacco has dropped since 1996 among 6th and 8th grade
students, and may have dropped among 12th graders as well.
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FACTORS RELATED TO SUBSTANCE USE

This section presents highlights of the 1998 survey results among specific demographic
groups, in order to facilitate an understanding of which student groups are most at risk for
substance use problems.

Gender

Table 24. Drinking patterns by gender.

Grade Alcohol Use Category 1998 Idaho Girls 1998 Idaho Boys

6th Grade No Use 83.5 ± 3.2 79.8 ± 2.6
Low Use 15.9 ± 3.0 18.9 ± 2.3
Moderate Use 0.6 ± 0.2 1.0 ± 0.5
High Use 0.1 ± 0.1 0.2 ± 0.2

8th Grade No Use 58.4 ± 3.4 57.4 ± 5.6
Low Use 31.8 ± 2.8 30.8 ± 4.1
Moderate Use 7.0 ± 1.1 7.3 ± 1.4
High Use 2.9 ± 0.7 4.4 ± 1.2

10th Grade No Use 35.9 ± 5.6 38.2 ± 4.9
Low Use 28.2 ± 2.6 23.5 ± 2.4
Moderate Use 23.7 ± 4.0 18.2 ± 2.3
High Use 12.1 ± 2.6 20.0 ± 3.7

12th Grade No Use 38.1 ± 4.8 33.5 ± 4.2
Low Use 25.3 ± 3.6 22.7 ± 2.3
Moderate Use 27.1 ± 3.4 20.3 ± 2.8
High Use 9.5 ± 3.8 26.0 ± 3.9

Boys and girls in 6th and 8th grade reported similar patterns of alcohol use in 1998.
However, 10th grade and especially 12th grade boys are more likely than girls to report
high levels of alcohol use. Gender differences in 1998 are very similar to those reported
in 1996 (1996 data not included here; see previous report).

4.
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Table 25. Drug use patterns by gender.

Grade Drug Use Category 1998 Idaho Girls 1998 Idaho Boys

6th Grade No Use 95.8 ± 1.1 93.3 ± 1.1
Low Use 3.2 ± 0.9 5.5 ± 1.1
Moderate Use 0.8 ± 0.3 0.8 ± 0.3
High Use 0.3 ± 0.3 0.5 ± 0.3

8th Grade No Use 83.0 ± 2.3 81.3 + 2.7
Low Use 11.3 ± 1.6 10.3 ± 1.9
Moderate Use 3.0 ± 0.7 4.7 ± 1.2
High Use 2.7 ± 0.7 3.8 ± 1.1

10th Grade No Use 63.3 ± 5.6 63.4 ± 5.4
Low Use 20.7 ± 3.9 15.4 ± 1.9
Moderate Use 11.0 ± 2.8 10.7 ± 1.8
High Use 5.0 ± 1.7 10.4 ± 4.3

12th Grade No Use 65.7 ± 5.5 61.9 ± 4.2
Low Use 17.6 ± 2.9 15.8 ± 3.5
Moderate Use 11.0 ± 2.5 12.4 ± 1.7
High Use 5.8 ± 1.3 9.8 ± 2.6

In general, boys and girls reported similar patterns of drug use in 1998, just as they
reported similar use levels in 1996. In 1998, 6th grade boys are slightly more likely to
have tried using a psychoactive substance than are 6th grade girls. 12th grade boys are
slightly more likely to report high levels of drug use than are 12th grade girls (a similar
difference between girls and boys at the 10th grade level is less certain due to greater
sampling error).

4 b
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Table 26. Tobacco smoking by gender.

Grade Smoking Tobacco Use 1998 Idaho Girls 1998 Idaho Boys

e Grade Never 95.5 ± 1.2 94.4 ± 0.8
Some 3.7 ± 1.1 4.5 ± 0.8
Monthly 0.4 ± 0.2 0.6 ± 0.3
Weekly 0.1 ± 0.1 0.2 ± 0.2
Daily 0.2 ± 0.2 0.3 ± 0.3

8th Grade Never 78.4 ± 2.6 79.4 ± 3.0
Some 13.8 ± 2.6 13.9 ± 3.3
Monthly 2.2 ± 0.6 2.0 ± 0.7
Weekly 2.2 ± 0.9 1.5 ± 0.5
Daily 3.4 ± 1.0 3.3 ± 1.0

10th Grade Never 57.7 ± 5.0 61.1 ± 6.2
Some 16.7 ± 2.1 18.7 ± 2.6
Monthly 3.7 ± 1.2 3.3 ± 1.1
Weekly 5.0 ± 1.1 2.8 ± 0.8
Daily 17.0 ± 5.2 14.2 ± 7.0

12th Grade Never 62.1 + 4.7 53.9 ± 4.2
Some 16.0 ± 3.5 20.7 ± 2.2
Monthly 3.1 ± 1.3 3.8 ± 1.4
Weekly 2.3 ± 1.0 4.7 ± 1.1
Daily 16.5 ± 5.4 17.0 ± 3.0

Boys and girls report roughly the same frequency of cigarette smoking within each grade
level.
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Pare tal Supervision

Students were asked "When you are away from home, do your parents know where you
are and who you are with?" For the table below, response choices of every time and most
times are combined as "high supervision," while response choices of sometimes, rarely
and never are combined as "low supervision."

Table 27. Drinking patterns by parental supervision.

Grade Alcohol Use Category 1998 High Supervision 1998 Low Supervision

e Grade No Use 83.8 ± 2.4 66.8 ± 5.1
Low Use 16.0 ± 2.3 29.7 ± 4.4
Moderate Use 0.5 ± 0.1 2.8 ± 1.3
High Use 0.1 ± 0.1 0.7 ± 0.8

8th Grade No Use 63.6 ± 3.5 29.9 ± 6.1
Low Use 29.7 ± 2.8 39.0 ± 4.7
Moderate Use 5.0 ± 1.3 17.7 ± 2.0
High Use 1.6 ± 0.4 13.3 ± 2.0

10th Grade No Use 43.2 ± 5.1 21.1 ± 3.8
Low Use 27.2 ± 2.7 21.9 ± 3.2
Moderate Use 18.9 ± 3.9 26.4 ± 2.4
High Use 10.7 ± 2.2 30.6 ± 5.3

12th Grade No Use 41.8 ± 5.0 22.4 ± 2.9
Low Use 26.4 ± 3.8 14.4 ± 2.5
Moderate Use 20.6 ± 2.3 30.3 ± 4.7
High Use 11.3 ± 2.2 32.9 ± 4.2

At each grade level, students who reported having low parental supervision were much
more likely to engage in moderate or high levels of alcohol use.
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Table 28. Drug use patterns by parental supervision.

Grade Drug Use Category 1998 High Supervision 1998 Low Supervision

6th Grade No Use 96.0 ± 0.8 82.7 ± 2.7
Low Use 3.5 ± 0.8 11.7 ± 2.4
Moderate Use 0.4 ± 0.2 3.6 ± 1.7
High Use 0.2 ± 0.1 2.0 ± 1.5

8th Grade No Use 87.2 ± 1.9 57.7 ± 4.1
Low Use 9.0 ± 1.5 18.8 ± 2.8
Moderate Use 2.4 ± 0.9 12.1 ± 4.0
High Use 1.5 ± 0.5 11.4 ± 3.6

10th Grade No Use 71.5 ± 4.4 42.0 ± 5.2
Low Use 16.3 ± 2.2 22.4 ± 4.4
Moderate Use 7.5 ± 1.8 19.2 ± 2.2
High Use 4.7 ± 1.7 16.4 ± 5.6

12th Grade No Use 71.8 ± 3.6 45.7 ± 6.9
Low Use 13.9 ± 2.5 23.2 ± 4.8
Moderate Use 9.4 ± 1.9 16.8 ± 2.0
High Use 4.8 ± 1.0 14.3 ± 3.2

At each grade level, students who reported having low parental supervision were much
more likely to engage in drug use.
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SAFETY AND SCHOOL CLIMATE

A number of survey questions asked students about risky behaviors such as driving or
riding in a car with a driver under the influence of psychoactive substances, carrying
weapons, gang membership, etc. Another set of questions asked about perceptions of the
social environment at school, and about events and conditions related to violence and
school safety. Highlights of these data are presented below; tabulations of questions on
school climate and safety events may be found in the appendices.

Driving Under the Influence

Table 29. Frequency of being in a vehicle with a substance-using driver, past 30 days.

Grade Frequency Category 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade None 83.0 ± 1.6 80.9 ± 1.7 - 2.1
1 time 6.5 ± 0.8 8.5 + 1.4 + 2.0
2 or 3 times 4.6 ± 0.7 4.4 ± 0.8 - 0.2
4 or 5 times 1.8 ± 0.5 1.6 ± 0.5 - 0.2
6 or more times 4.2 ± 1.0 4.5 ± 1.0 + 0.3

8th Grade None 74.5 ± 1.5 76.2 + 2.2 + 1.7
1 time 10.8 ± 0.9 10.2 ± 1.1 - 0.6
2 or 3 times 7.6 ± 1.3 7.0 ± 0.8 0.6
4 or 5 times 2.3 ± 0.4 1.8 ± 0.5 - 0.5
6 or more times 4.8 ± 0.5 4.8 ± 0.9 0.0

10th Grade None - - 68.2 ± 3.3 -
1 time - - 11.4 ± 1.2
2 or 3 times - 11.4 +1.5
4 or 5 times - - 2.6 ± 0.6 -
6 or more times - 6.4 ± 1.1

12th Grade None 67.9 ± 2.8 73.4 ± 3.6 + 5.5
1 time 10.0 ± 1.2 8.8 ±2.1 -1.2
2 or 3 times 10.5 ± 1.4 9.9 ±1.0 - 0.6
4 or 5 times 4.4 ± 0.5 2.9 ± 0.6 - 1.5
6 or more times 7.3 ± 1.3 4.9 ± 1.2 - 2.4

Frequency of being in a vehicle driven by someone who had been drinking alcohol or
using drugs in 1998 is similar to that reported in 1996. Data from the 12th grade sample
may indicate improvement, however, this result could be due to sampling error.



Table 30. Frequency of driving under the influence, past 30 days.

Grade Frequency Category 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Change

6th Grade None 96.8 ± 0.8 96.9 ± 0.5 + 0.1

1 time 1.8 ± 0.5 1.4 ±0.3 - 0.4

2 or 3 times 0.8 ± 0.3 0.9 ± 0.4 + 0.1

4 or 5 times 0.2 ± 0.1 0.2 ± 0.1 0.0

6 or more times 0.5 ± 0.1 0.6 ± 0.2 + 0.1

8th Grade None 93.0 ± 0.9 93.8 ± 1.0 + 0.8

1 time 3.2 ± 0.2 2.9 ± 0.6 - 0.3

2 or 3 times 2.0 ± 0.7 1.5 ±0.4 - 0.5

4 or 5 times 0.5 ± 0.2 0.2 ± 0.1 - 0.3

6 or more times 1.3 ± 0.3 1.7 + 0.8 + 0.4

10th Grade None - - 86.8 2.3 -

1 time - - 5.7 ± 1.1

2 or 3 times - - 3.3 ± 1.0

4 or 5 times - 1.0 ± 0.3

6 or more times - - 3.2 ± 0.9 -

12th Grade None 78.2 ± 2.2 82.9 ± 1.9 + 4.7

1 time 7.7 ± 0.9 6.4 ± 1.0 - 1.3

2 or 3 times 6.7 ± 1.0 5.7 ± 0.7 - 1.0

4 or 5 times 2.3 ± 0.6 1.9 ±0.5 - 0.4

6 or more times 5.1 ± 0.7 3.1 ± 1.2 - 2.0

Frequency of driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs is lower among 12th grade

survey respondents in 1998 than in 1996.

Weapons

Table 31. Percentage of students who have carried a weapon to school.

Grade 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

- 2.56 8.5 ± 1.2 6.0 ± 0.7

8 17.7 + 1.3 13.7 + 1.6 - 4.0

10 - 16.2 ±1.7
12 16.0 ± 1.6 12.8 ±2.0 -3.2

"The percentage of students who report having carried a weapon to school
declined from 1996 to 1998. This decline was statistically significant
among 6th and 8th grade students; a similar decline among 12th grade
students is less certain due to potential sampling error."



Use of Violence

Table 32. Percentage of students who endorse physical violence.

Grade 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 9.5 ± 1.3 8.7 ± 1.4 - 0.8
8 22.0 ± 1.7 20.7 ± 2.2 - 1.3
10 28.1 ± 3.2
12 25.9 ±2.1 22.2 ±3.3 -3.7

Fewer students in 1998 say that it is "okay to physically hurt someone if the disrespect
you or your friends, or call you names," but this difference is small relative to the
variability among students, and may be a result of sampling error.

Table 33. Percentage of students who belong to gangs or other violent groups.

Grade 1996 Idaho 1998 Idaho Idaho
Change

6 3.9 ± 0.8 3.0 ± 0.6 - 0.9
8 8.9 ± 0.9 8.9 ± 2.0 0.0
10 - - 8.7 ±1.6
12 4.9 ± 0.6 6.2 + 1.0 + 1.3

In the 1998 sample, a larger percentage of 12th grade students report belonging to a gang;
however, this difference is not large enough to allow firm conclusions about statewide
trends.



APPENDIX

Survey Data Statewide and by Region
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Federal law prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status in any educational
programs or activities receiving federal financial assistance. (Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.)

It is the policy of the Idaho State Department of Education not to discriminate in any educational
programs or activities or in employment practices.

Inquiries regarding compliance with this nondiscriminatory policy may be directed to State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, P.O. Box 83720, Boise, Idaho 83720-0027, (208) 332-
6800, or to the Director, Office of Civil Rights. Seattle Office, U.S. Department of Education,
915 Second Avenue, Seattle WA 98174-1099, (206) 220-7880; FAX (206) 220-7887.
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